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PURPOSE

To provide a uniform certification standard for new handlers and canines within the county as well as providing standards and expectations in maintaining continued operational status. The canine unit will follow the FCSD Standard Operating Procedures which have been deemed appropriate to the needs of Flathead County and the communities we serve.
To be considered certified, dog teams will be expected to meet or exceed the training and testing expectations outlined in this document. Only certified dog teams are considered operational and allowed to respond to searches.

DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this document, the following definitions apply:

A. Alert: natural behavior of the canine when in scent. Should be recognizable to the handler and considered a clue.
B. Final Response: trained behavior indicating a find.
C. Re-find: trained indication where dog runs between the scent source and handler.
D. Passive indication: trained indication where dog sits or downs at the scent source.
E. Team: a dog and handler combination.
F. Handler: the human part of the team.
G. Flanker: The assistant to the team.
H. NIMS: National Incident Management System (FEMA 508-8).
I. Operational: A team which has successfully completed all the sections of any individual search application. Upon fulfilling the requirements set forth in this document for that particular discipline, the team will be deemed operational for that specific type of search only.
J. Component: Part of the whole.
K. Type I Terrain: Clear, flat or where the largest cumulative elevation across area not more than 50 feet.
L. Type II Terrain: At least 50 foot visibility through vegetation, or Type I where largest cumulative elevation across area shall not be more than 100 feet.

M. Type III Terrain: At least 15 foot visibility through vegetation, areas which are difficult to walk due to ground conditions or Type II where largest cumulative elevation across area not more than 200 feet.

N. Type IV Terrain: Visibility less than 15 feet and/or terrain that is not safely scalable by dog/handler/evaluator.
PRE-CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:

A. Handler:
1. Achieved a National Ski Patrol (NSP) Avalanche Awareness I or United States Forest Service (USFS) Avalanche Awareness certification BEFORE canine certification can be done in Avalanche operations and every two years there-after.
2. Can provide proof of having attended a Crime Scene Preservation and Blood Borne Pathogen course BEFORE canine certification can be done in Cadaver operations to be renewed every two years there-after.

3. Can provide proof of having attended a Hazmat Awareness level course BEFORE canine certification can be done in any Urban Search Dog discipline to be renewed every two years there-after.
4. Has successfully passed the equivalent Wilderness Firefighter Moderate Pack test BEFORE canine certification can be done and re-tested every two years there-after.
5. Is compliant within the Flathead County Search Dogs Standard Operating Guidelines.

B. Canines
1. Must be a minimum of twelve (12) months of age before being allowed to certify.

2. Must be able to demonstrate the following obedience skills before performing the teams first certification test (general):

· Walking on a loose lead with distractions while incorporating right turns, left turns and about turns.

· Down or sit stay (handler’s choice) off leash with distractions and handler at distance of at least 20 feet for 5 minutes.

· Recall from a distance of at least 20 feet through distractions.

· Be able to load into the back of a vehicle with at least 2 other dogs and people with handler.

· Be able to be transported a distance of at least 50 feet by someone other than handler with handler out of site.

3. Must demonstrate the following, in addition to Section B, part 2 before Urban Search and Wilderness certification:
· Negotiate a 24” in diameter, three foot long tunnel/culvert with a bend.

· Walk across an 18” wide plank/log at height of 3 feet with handler at side.

· Climb an A-frame with peak at 6 feet, stop at apex and negotiate down ramp safely without jumping with handler at side.

4. Must demonstrate the following in addition to Section B, part 2 before Water Search certification:

· Load/unload from boat safely

· Demonstrate willingness to enter calm water and be able to swim not less than 30 feet.

5. Must demonstrate the following in addition to Section B, part 2 before Avalanche Search certification:

· Ride safely with handler on snow machine (either in sled or on machine).
C. Flanker

1. Recommended that they achieved a National Ski Patrol (NSP) Avalanche Awareness I or United States Forest Service (USFS) Avalanche Awareness certification BEFORE accompanying canine team into the field for avalanche operations. To be renewed every two years there-after.

2. Recommended that they provide proof of having attended a Crime Scene Preservation and Blood Borne Pathogen course BEFORE accompanying a canine team into the field for Cadaver operations. To be renewed every two years there-after.

3. Recommended that they provide proof of having attended a Hazmat Awareness level course BEFORE accompanying canine team into the field for Urban Search Dog discipline. To be renewed every two years there-after.

4. Has successfully passed the equivalent Wilderness Firefighter Moderate Pack test BEFORE accompanying the canine team on any missions. To be re-tested every two years there-after.

5. Is compliant within the Flathead County Search Dogs Standard Operating Guidelines.

6. Has successfully passed a Flanker Operational practical test before being considered operational within the Canine Team.

SEARCH APPLICATIONS
Flathead County Search Dogs offers the following operational canine certifications which are recognized by the Flathead County Sheriff’s department:


1. Rural/Wilderness




a. Area Search


2. Water




a. Shoreline search



b. Open water search


3. Cadaver Detection



4. Human Remains Detection


5. Article Detection



6. Avalanche Rescue


7. Urban Search Dog



a. Building search



b. Junkyard search



c. Rubble search


8. Trailing



a. Wilderness trailing level I



b. Wilderness trailing level II



b. Urban


SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

 The following safety guidelines must be followed during certification testing:

A. Area Search/Urban Search/Trailing;

1. Victims must have a radio. Radio contact will be verified prior to the victims being placed and periodically throughout the test. Victims will have volume on speaker set to lowest level possible or be wearing an earpiece so as not to unintentionally cue the dog or handler.

2. The evaluator will know victim locations before the test begins.

3. Victims should be dressed appropriately and be prepared for all weather conditions for a minimum of six hours.
B. Cadaver/Human Remains/Water Search;

1. Evaluator and handler MUST wear personal protective equipment in the form of gloves to place and remove source material. All safety requirements regarding the handling of body fluid will be observed.

2. Hidden source material will be placed within containers that allow for scent escape but will prevent dog from ingesting material.

3. Hydrogen Peroxide or other emetic material will be on hand in event source material is ingested by the canine.

C. Urban Search;

1. Handlers and victims must follow OSHA requirements for being on a rubble pile which includes, but is not limited to; safety glasses, approved hard hat, appropriate footwear, leather gloves and non-synthetic clothing.

2. Dog must search without collar, vest or harness and will search off lead.

D. Water Search;

1. Boat operations will be conducted under Flathead County Search and Rescue Standard Operating Guidelines (SOG).

2. Personal Floatation Devices (PFD’s) required on handler and evaluators as per FCSAR SOG’s. Canine PFD at handler’s discretion.
WILDERNESS SEARCH DOG
The purpose of this test is to simulate a missing person in a wilderness context.

The tests will be conducted as a mock search with the handler demonstrating appropriate scene management via delegation of duties, etc. The handler will be given as much incidental information as necessary and will be expected to use all of his/her training in scent theory and wilderness searching to formulate and conduct an effective and safe search. 

All components of the Wilderness test much be passed before the dog is deemed operational in this search discipline.

Hasty Trail Search: On a trail approximately 0.5 mile in length and in a mix of Type II/Type III terrain, one (1) victim shall be hidden off trail, a distance of no more than 20 feet. The search subject shall either be hidden upwind of the trail, have walked down the trail and hidden down-wind or have crossed the trail and hidden down-wind. The dog team shall be limited to one pass down the trail and back. A re-find or strong indication is required in some way to lead the handler to the victim. The victim must be found for successful completion of this section. Pass/fail test. 

The field evaluation of the team will last a maximum of 1 hour.

Day Search: During daylight hours in an area of approximately 160 acres of terrain density which is typical in relation to Flathead County Search Dogs normal working environment, two (2) victims will be placed. The certification will be treated as a mock search. The team will be given a description of the "missing persons" and as much incidental information as needed to set up a plausible search situation. The handler will be given a topographic map of the area to be searched, and develop a strategy to work the sector and brief evaluators on the techniques that were chosen.

The handler will work the area as they would on an actual search and perform a debriefing whether or not both finds were made. The handler should be able to indicate and explain the probability of detection (POD) for the area covered, plot the location and direction of any alerts made by the dog, and determine the location of the victims and any clues that might have been found. The handler should be able to accurately relate their location, clue locations and/or victim locations to the evaluator while working the area.

The dog may pick up tracks, trail the victims or air-scent. The handler is expected to properly read their dog and trust their team skills to efficiently locate their victims while covering their area. The handler is expected to be able to determine when their dog is tracking, trailing or air-scenting. A re-find or strong indication is required in some way to lead the handler to the victim. If the team has not found both victims in the maximum length of time, they will report to the evaluator at the completion of the test and give a POD for the area. They should be able to show on the topo map locations of alerts, finds, etc., and suggest areas to be searched further. After the de-briefing the handler will be told the location of any unfound victims and articles. It will be at the handler's discretion to rest the dog when appropriate to maximize the dogs working capabilities and effectiveness. The victims must be found for successful completion of this section. Pass/fail test.
 The field evaluation of the team will not exceed 6 hours.

Night Search: At least 1 hour after sunset in an area of approximately 1/4 square mile (approximately 40 acres) of Type I/Type II terrain density typical in relation to Flathead County Search Dogs normal working environment, 1 victim will be placed. The same testing procedures apply as in the Day Search. 

The field evaluation of the team will last a maximum of 1.5 hours.

TEST RULES:

1. Victim(s) will remain quietly in place and wear clothing that will help to blend in with environment.

2. The tests will be conducted in the morning or evening, providing appropriate atmosphere for testing. Night test will be conducted 1 hour after sunset. 

3. The team will be given a scenario and pertinent information including a topo map. The handler will have up to 15 minutes, exclusive of the search time, to develop a plan based upon the scenario. Handler will advise evaluator of the search plan and the alert indication of the dog. 

4. It is the handler’s prerogative to utilize the evaluator as a flanker. The evaluator is restricted from revealing the location of the victim(s) until the test is complete, but can act as radio support, navigation support, etc. within reason. 

5. The evaluator will accompany the test team into the field. The evaluator will remain behind the test team but within 50 feet so as not to interfere with the team. 

6. The victim(s) will be placed in the search area no less than 30 minutes prior to the start of the test in widely separated areas. Handler should not be able to see victims from a distance of 20 feet. 

7. Victim(s) will not be buried or hidden in a tree and will be accessible to the dog.

8. After maximum time allowed for the test, the evaluator will reveal location of any unfound victims. Dog will be allowed to work the area, but find will not be acknowledged toward the actual certification test.
9. After the completion of the test, the handler should be able to provide a post-search GPS map of area searched with victim locations within a reasonable time as part of their post-test paperwork.
10. The three parts of the Wilderness test may be run in any order as deemed by the tester.

11. A team may test a maximum of 3 times in any component. All three components must be successfully completed within one year from the first attempt for a team to be considered operational.

12. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog certification forms (Appendix A).

WILDERNESS SEARCH RE-CERTIFICATION:

Using either the Day-search multi-subject problem, or the Night problem including the Hasty search, all dog/handler teams will be evaluated by the FCSD Training Director, FCSD Operational Handler certified in Wilderness Search or an external evaluator who fulfills the evaluator requirements as per FCSD SOG’s, every two years (handler’s choice of component with alternate component the next test period). This evaluation should be conducted within 90 days of the anniversary date of the previous successful completion of the requirements, but no longer than 90 days after the anniversary date. A successful testing team will retain operational status for an additional 2 years. If a team fails the initial re-certification test, they will be allowed to have an additional 2 opportunities to re-test in the specific component within the grace period. If unsuccessful, the team will not be operational until after successfully passing the initial Wilderness Search certification test with an outside evaluator. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix A).
WATER SEARCH DOG
The purpose of this test is to simulate a drowning scenario in either an open body of water or moving water situation. The objective is for the tester to be able to define a search area for rescue divers.

The tests will be conducted as a mock search with the handler demonstrating appropriate scene management and site preservation via delegation of duties, indication of the source hides, etc. The handler will be given as much incidental information as necessary and will be expected to use all of his/her training in water search to formulate and conduct an effective search. The handler will brief the evaluators on the techniques that were chosen and will describe to the evaluators the type of indication that will be given by the dog.

Both parts of the Water Search Dog operational tests are mutually exclusive. A team may test in either of the components and upon successful completion will be deemed operational in that component only.  A team is allowed to test no more than 3 times during a calendar year for certification. Scoring is pass/fail.

WATER SEARCH DOG – OPEN WATER

Open Water Search: On an open lake of approximately 2-3 acres in size, 1 "victim" will be submerged between 12-20 feet in depth at a minimum distance of 100 feet from the shoreline. Scent will be allowed to rise for a minimum of 30 minutes after submersion before the team begins to search. The test will be conducted from a boat with the evaluator acting as the boat operator and support person. It is the handler's responsibility to direct the boat operator on speed and direction of the boat in order to maximize the POD. The handler is expected to properly read the dog's alerts and indications in order to define a search area. When the handler feels the area has been searched thoroughly within the allotted time, handler will call for the completion of the search and mark area felt to contain the source, based upon dog’s indications, with a buoy. Buoy must be within 20 feet of the source in order to be successful. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix B).

Open water evaluation will last a maximum of 1 hour. Pass/fail test.

WATER SEARCH DOG – SHORELINE

Moving Water Search: On a moderately flowing stretch of riverbank approximately 0.25-0.5 mile in length one "victim" will be submerged between 1-2 feet in depth and between 0-10 feet from the riverbank, dependent on the safety of the water and riverbank conditions. Scent will be allowed to rise for a minimum of 30 minutes after submersion before the team begins to search. The handler will brief the evaluator on the techniques that were chosen and will describe to the evaluator the type of indication that will be given by the dog.

The handler will mark in some way the location of the dog's alerts and should be able to accurately relate the location to the tester while working the area. Upon location of the scent source an indication by the dog is required in some way to notify the whereabouts of the source to the handler. When the handler feels that the area has been searched thoroughly within the allotted time, they will report to the evaluator to indicate the completion of the test and the whereabouts of the source within 15 feet. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix C).
River search evaluation will last a maximum of 1 hour. Pass/fail test.

TEST RULES:

1. Scent pump with weighted tubing or contained human remains will be used.

a. If scent pump is used, it will be sufficiently hidden in underbrush so as not to alert handler/dog to the tubing's whereabouts and bubbling from the tubing will be kept at minimum. 

b. Source material shall include, but not limited to; blood, hair, tissue or any combination of the three. Quantity of source used in the scent pump will be dictated by the size of the reservoir, but should not be smaller than a golf ball in size. If contained human remains are to be used, they should be no less than a softball in size/quantity (enough to fill a pint jar). Aid shall be contained in a porous material (cheesecloth, cotton fabric, nylons, etc.) cage or other system that allows for air/water flow through the container and should be weighted down so as not to drift.

2. In the event a scent pump or human remains cannot be obtained for testing purposes, a diver may be utilized. If a diver is utilized, they will be in place for a minimum of 10 minutes before the testing begins.

3. The handler will be given a scenario and pertinent information to set up a search plan. The handler will be given 10 minutes to set up such a plan and will advise the evaluators of the plan.

4. The evaluator will act as working members of the team without indulging any information regarding the whereabouts of the victim.

5. On the river search, the evaluator will accompany the test team during the test. The evaluator will remain behind the test team but within 50 feet so as not to interfere with the team.
6. Testing boat will be standard for all teams testing. An electric motor or oars are preferred, but not mandatory.

7. After maximum time allowed for the test, the evaluator will reveal location of the unfound hide. Dog will be allowed to work the area, but find will not be acknowledged toward the actual certification test.
8. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix B-C).
WATER SEARCH (OPEN, SHORELINE) RE-CERTIFICATION:

All dog/handler teams will be evaluated by the FCSD Training Director, FCSD Operational Handler certified in Water Search or an external evaluator as defined by the FCSD SOG’s, every two years. This evaluation should be conducted within 90 days of the anniversary date of the previous successful completion of the requirements, but no longer than 90 days after the anniversary date. A successful testing team will retain operational status for an additional 2 years. If a team fails the initial re-certification test, they will be allowed to have an additional 2 opportunities to re-test in the specific component within the grace period. If unsuccessful, the team will not be operational until after successfully passing the initial Water Search component certification test with an outside evaluator. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix B/C). 
CADAVER DETECTION

The purpose of this test is to simulate large body part scatter as what might be seen in an animal mauling or death by natural/man-made causes.

Test will be set up so that there are four areas of approximately 1/4 acre each (10,000 sq feet). Areas do not have to be square (100' x 100') and it is encouraged to make them different dimensions following the terrain so as to evaluate a teams ability to manage an area and demonstrate control. 
There will be a total of three human source hides, a minimum of at least one animal source hide and one false hole within the entire search area. There will be a minimum of one (1) negative area where there will be no human source placed. Of the other three areas, there may be anywhere between zero to three (0-3) hides. Total maximum number of source hides will be three (3) between all four areas.
Of the human source hides, there is no age limit, but all must be of enough quantity to fill or exceed a pint jar size in nature. All source material shall included but not be limited to; hair, blood, bone, tissue, teeth or any combination there-of. Dried bone, teeth or hair are not to be used on their own, but can be mixed with tissue. One hide shall be a surface hide and should be concealed so as not to be visible to handler (lightly covered with leaves, sticks, etc.). One will be buried at a maximum of 6 inches in porous soil and one scent hide will be elevated to a maximum of 6 feet above ground level. In order to certify, a team must find all the hides and correctly identify how many hides (0-3) are within each area.

The test will be conducted as a mock search with the handler demonstrating appropriate scene management and site preservation via delegation of duties, flagging of the scent hides, etc. The handler will be given as much incidental information as necessary to set up a plausible search situation and will develop a strategy to work the area. The handler will brief the evaluator on the techniques that were chosen and will describe to the evaluator the type of indication that will be given by the dog. The team will be given a maximum of 15 minutes to search each area and will be allowed five (5) minutes to rest between searches.

TEST RULES:
1. Testing will be conducted in Type I/Type II terrain density which is typical in relation to Flathead County Search Dogs normal working environment.

2. Source will be hidden by the evaluator so that they will have knowledge of the location before the start of the test.
3. Testing areas should be set up in such a fashion to minimize any scent drift from an adjoining testing area.
4. Evaluator will randomly walk around the test area after hiding scent sources so that the dog is unable to track into the hides.

5. All test material will be placed in the test area a minimum of 2 hours before the start of the test.

6. If the same area needs to be used for multiple tests, there will be a minimum of 2 hours between the completion of the previous test and start of the next test to allow the area to "air out". 

7. Human source hides may be placed near, but may not be buried or placed under the animal source.

8. Handler must interpret their dog’s indication and mark the location within 36” of the source to be successful.

9. Evaluator will stand in a spot, designated by the handler before the start of the test. Individuals other than the handler will not be allowed on the test site once the test has been started but may observe from outside the testing area.

10. After maximum time allowed for the test, the evaluator will reveal location of any unfound hides. Dog will be allowed to work the area, but find will not be acknowledged toward the actual certification test.

11. Handler calling indication by the dog on animal source will be deemed a failure.
12. Testing ceases and dog automatically fails if human source ingested.
13. A team is allowed to test no more than 3 times during a calendar year for certification.

14. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix D).
CADAVER RE-CERTIFICATION:

All dog/handler teams will be evaluated by the FCSD Training Director, FCSD Operational Handler certified in Cadaver Detection or external evaluator as defined by FCSD SOG’s, every two years. The re-certification evaluation will be the same as the initial certification test. This evaluation should be conducted within 90 days of the anniversary date of the previous successful completion of the requirements, but no longer than 90 days after the anniversary date. A successful testing team will retain operational status for an additional 2 years. If a team fails the initial re-certification test, they will be allowed to have an additional 2 opportunities to re-test within the grace period. If unsuccessful, the team will not be operational until after successfully passing the initial Cadaver Detection certification test with an outside evaluator. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix D).
HUMAN REMAINS DETECTION

The purpose of this test is to simulate small body part scatter as what might be seen in aged death animal scatter or human remains evidence collection.

Area Search: In approximately 1 acre (40,000 square feet) of Type I/Type II mix terrain there will be 1human source, either camouflaged on the surface or buried to a maximum of 4 inches in porous soil and a minimum of 1 animal source. Team will be given a maximum of 20 minutes to complete this section.

Building Search: In a single building or multiple rooms within a building totaling approximately 500 square feet in size, 1 source will be hidden anywhere between sub-floor to three feet above floor level. Source will be inaccessible to dog and handler. Team will be given a maximum of 20 minutes to complete this section.

Vehicle Search: Within 3-5 vehicles, 1 source will be placed. Source can be either inside or anywhere where there are openings to the outside (trunk), frame, underpinnings or outer body of the vehicle. Team will be given a maximum of 20 minutes to complete this section.

Of the human source hides, there is no age limit, but all must be of enough quantity to fill a film canister in size. Dried bone, teeth or hair are not to be used on their own, but can be mixed in a quantity of two or more. Recommended items include the above mixed with aged blood, dirt containing decomposition fluid, fabric containing decomposition fluid or tissue. One source will be blood with the quantity not to exceed 3cc in amount. Blood will be applied to sterile gauze and allowed to dry for 48 hours before being used for testing purposes or allowed to dry on a non-porous surface. If blood is used in the area search component, it must be a surface hide.

The test will be conducted as a mock search with the handler demonstrating appropriate scene management and site preservation via delegation of duties, flagging of the scent hides, etc. The handler will be given as much incidental information as necessary to set up a plausible search situation and will develop a strategy to work the area. The handler will brief the evaluator on the techniques that were chosen and will describe to the evaluator the type of indication that will be given by the dog.
TEST RULES:
1. Team must have successfully passed the requirement for Cadaver Detection before being eligible for Human Remains Detection certification.

2. Source will be hidden by the evaluator so that they will have knowledge of the location before the start of the test.

3. Evaluator will randomly walk around the test area after hiding the source so that the dog is unable to track into the hides.

4. All source material will be placed in the test area a minimum of 8 hours before the start of the test.

5. If the same area needs to be used for multiple tests, there will be a minimum of 2 hours between the completion of the previous test and start of the next test to allow the area to "air out".

6. Human source hides may be placed near, but may not be buried or placed under the animal source.

7. Dog must indicate source of hide by passive indication, bark or re-find. Slight disturbance of the scent source is allowed (scratch). Destruction of the site of the hide by the dog will be deemed a failure.

8. Handler must interpret their dog’s indication and mark the location within 36” of the source to be successful.

9. Evaluator will stand in a spot, designated by the handler before the start of the test. Individuals other than the handler will not be allowed on the test site once the test has been started but may observe from outside the testing area.

10. After maximum time allowed for the test, the evaluator will reveal location of any unfound hides. Dog will be allowed to work the area, but find will not be acknowledged toward the actual certification test.

11. False indication by the dog on animal source will be deemed an automatic failure.
12. Testing ceases and dog automatically fails if human source ingested.
13. A team may test a maximum of 3 times in any component within one year from the first attempt to achieve certification. All components must be successfully completed for a team to be considered operational.

14. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix E).
HUMAN REMAINS DETECTION RE-CERTIFICATION:

All dog/handler teams will be evaluated by the FCSD Training Director, FCSD Operational Handler certified in Cadaver Detection or an external evaluator as defined by FCSD SOG’s, every two years. The re-certification evaluation will be the same as the initial certification test. This evaluation should be conducted within 90 days of the anniversary date of the previous successful completion of the requirements, but no longer than 90 days after the anniversary date. A successful testing team will retain operational status for an additional 2 years. If a team fails the initial re-certification test, they will be allowed to have an additional 2 opportunities to re-test within the grace period. If unsuccessful, the team will not be operational until after successfully passing the initial Human Remains Detection certification test with an outside evaluator. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix E).
ARTICLE DETECTION
The purpose of this test is to simulate an article search as what might be seen in the assistance of Law Enforcement in evidence collection.

In a 50 foot by 50 foot vegetated and contaminated area, 4 articles of everyday use will be thrown at random. The articles will have an approximate minimum size of a shotgun shell and a maximum size of a baseball cap. There will be 1 metal, 1leather, 1 cloth and 1 other article of the evaluators choosing. Articles can include, but are not limited to; credit cards, screwdrivers, empty guns, shotgun shells, socks, leather wallets, etc.
The test will be conducted as a mock search with the handler demonstrating appropriate scene management and site preparation via delegation of duties, flagging of the articles, etc. The handler must report to the evaluator the method to be used to search said area and how the dog will indicate the articles. Dog must locate 3 of the 4 articles to pass the test. Article evaluation test will last a maximum of 15 minutes. Time starts when the handler gives the dog their search command.

TEST RULES:
1. All 4 articles will belong to one individual and will have been scented by that individual for at least 12 hours before being used for the test.

2. The articles will be tossed into the area at random by either the evaluator or by the owner of said articles. None of the articles may belong to the handler.

3. If articles thrown by their owner, the evaluator will accompany so as to have knowledge of the general location before the onset of the test.

4. Articles must be thrown to simulate a potential crime scene and so as not to allow the dog to track into the items. Items will be placed at a minimum of 2 hours before the beginning of the test.

5. None of the articles will be buried or inaccessible to the dog.

6. The testing area will be contaminated at least 1 hour before the onset of the test by at least 2 people, one of which may be the owner of the articles, randomly walking around within the perimeter.

7. The evaluator will stand in a spot designated by the handler before the start of the test and not move until directed to by the handler. Individuals, other than the handler will not be allowed on the test site once the test has been started but may observe from a distance outside the perimeter.

8. Upon location of the articles, the handler will demonstrate appropriate technique when marking the article. They may request assistance from the evaluator in site preservation.

9. The dog shall not be faulted during the test if they attempt to mouth, pick-up, retrieve or paw at the article when indicating.

10. After maximum time allowed for the test, the evaluator will reveal location of any unfound article. Dog will be allowed to work the area, but find will not be acknowledged toward the actual certification test.
11. A team is allowed to test no more than 3 times during a calendar year for certification.

12. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix F).
ARTICLE DETECTION RE-CERTIFICATION:

All dog/handler teams will be evaluated by the FCSD Training Director, FCSD Operational Handler certified in Article Detection or an external evaluator as defined by FCSD SOG’s, every two years. The re-certification evaluation will be the same as the initial certification test. This evaluation should be conducted within 90 days of the anniversary date of the previous successful completion of the requirements, but no longer than 90 days after the anniversary date. A successful testing team will retain operational status for an additional 2 years. If a team fails the initial re-certification test, they will be allowed to have an additional 2 opportunities to re-test within the grace period. If unsuccessful, the team will not be operational until after successfully passing the initial Article Detection certification test with an outside evaluator. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix F).
AVALANCHE RESCUE
The purpose of this test is to simulate missing persons in an avalanche context.

The tests will be conducted as a mock search with the handler demonstrating appropriate scene management via delegation of duties, etc. The handler will be given as much incidental information as necessary and will be expected to use all of his/her training in scent theory and avalanche searching to formulate and conduct an effective and safe search. 

In an actual or simulated avalanche site approximately 1/2 acre in size (22,500 sq feet), 1-2 victims will be buried in snow caves between two (2) and five (5) feet in depth. Scent will be allowed to rise for a minimum of 10 minutes after burial before the team begins to search. The site will be thoroughly contaminated with tracks and other surface scent. To assist in simulating a realistic avalanche working situation, snow machines, skis and probe poles may be placed on or around the area to be searched. There may also be “human searchers” in the test area, either standing around or simulating working.
The handler will work the area as they would on an actual search and perform a debriefing whether or not all finds were made. When the handler is sure that the dogs indication is indicative of a find, they will call for shovelers and continue to search. The handler can send a dog back into any areas of interest to confirm a find at their discretion. When the handler feels the area has been searched thoroughly, they will report to the evaluator to indicate completion of the test. All victims placed must be found to pass the test. 
Based upon the evaluator’s judgment, search time will be based upon terrain, vegetation and wind/weather conditions but should not exceed 45 minutes.

TEST RULES:
1. If simulated avalanche sites are to be constructed with snow machines, they will be prepared a minimum of 1-2 hours in advance of testing to allow for gas fume dissipation.

2. Nothing belonging to the handler will be in the hole.

3. Handler does not help with site preparation.

4. People and articles in the area will be placed so as not to clue the dog or handler as to burial location.
5. All safety precautions for live burials will be observed.

6. The test coordinator will oversee all facets of the test.

7. After maximum time allowed for the test, the evaluator will reveal location of any unfound victim(s). Dog will be allowed to work the area, but find will not be acknowledged toward the actual certification test.
8. A team is allowed to test no more than 3 times during a calendar year for certification.

9. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix G).
AVALANCHE RESCUE RE-CERTIFICATION:
All dog/handler teams will be evaluated by the FCSD Training Director, FCSD Operational Handler certified in Avalanche rescue or an external evaluator as defined by FCSD SOG’s, every two years. The re-certification evaluation will be the same as the initial certification test. This evaluation should be conducted within 90 days of the anniversary date of the previous successful completion of the requirements, but no longer than 90 days after the anniversary date. If a team fails the initial re-certification test, they will be allowed to have an additional 2 opportunities to re-test within the grace period. If unsuccessful, the team will not be operational until after successfully passing the initial Avalanche certification test with an outside evaluator. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix G).
URBAN SEARCH DOG
The Operational Search Evaluations are the heart of the testing of a competent well prepared Urban Search Dog team. The evaluations must be rigorous and as close to field circumstances as is possible and may be “contaminated” with food, caged live animals, dead animals, noises, smoke and fuel odors. There may also be distracting “workers” in the search areas simulating search and medical personnel. All the areas should contain climbing and basic K9 agility skills.

The tests will be conducted as a mock search with the handler demonstrating appropriate scene management and site preservation via delegation of duties, indication of the scent hides, etc. The handler will be given as much incidental information as necessary and will be expected to use all of his/her training in hazmat awareness to formulate and conduct an effective and safe search. The handler will brief the evaluator on the techniques that were chosen and will describe to the evaluator the type of indication that will be given by the dog.
The three Urban Search Dog operational tests are mutually exclusive. A team may test in any of the components and upon successful completion will be deemed operational in that component only.  A team is allowed to test no more than 3 times during a calendar year for certification. A dog must remain under control and take commands from the handler. Dog and handler will be scored as a team. Subject must be found to pass. Scoring is pass/fail. 

All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendixes H-J)

Urban Search Dog - Rubble/Slash:
TEST RULES: 
1. The search will be conducted in an area of debris of no less than 1000 square feet in size. The location of the victim will not be obvious to the handler. In the event that a suitable rubble pile cannot be located within the confines of Flathead County, a slash pile, boulder field or debris pile of approximately the same size/dimensions may be substituted for certification purposes.

2. There will be one subject placed in the search area a minimum of 10 minutes before the test starts. Subject may be buried within the rubble/slash so as not to be visible or accessible to the dog.

3. After declaring a location of an indication, the handler may not change the call of the indication. If the dog has made a false indication, testing ceases.

4. Indication may include a sustained bark at the location of scent, a re-find back to the location of the scent or other active indication to alert the handler to the location of scent.
5. After maximum time allowed for the test, the evaluator will reveal location if victim not found. Dog will be allowed to work the area, but find will not be acknowledged toward the actual certification test.
6. Based upon the evaluator’s judgment, search time will be based upon size and type of the pile used for testing purposes. 
7. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix H).

Urban Search Dog - Building: 
TEST RULES:
1. The search will be conducted within a single building or combination of buildings in natural/low light conditions. Artificial hand-held light (head-lamp/flashlight) may be used during the search. Building(s) must be vacated at the time of the test. The location of the victim will not be obvious to the handler.

2. There will be one subject placed within the area(s) to be searched
3. Subject will be placed a minimum of 10 minutes before the test starts.
4. If a room contains scent and the dog demonstrates difficulty in sourcing due to scent pooling, scent transfer, etc., the handler must verbalize what he/she is witnessing to the evaluator. Upon the completion of each building, the handler must declare the status of the building (negative or positive) with location of the subject so that searchers can complete the rescue.

5. Indication may include a sustained bark at the location of scent, a re-find back to the source of the scent or other active indication to indicate to the handler the location of the scent.

6. After declaring an indication, upon the completion of each building searched, the handler may not change the call of an indication. If the dog has made a false indication, testing ceases.

7. After maximum time allowed for the test, the evaluator will reveal location if victim not found. Dog will be allowed to work the area, but find will not be acknowledged toward the actual certification test.
8. Based upon the evaluator’s judgment, search time will be based upon size, type of structure and contents of the building(s) used for testing purposes. 
9. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix I).

Urban Search Dog - Junkyard: 
TEST RULES:

1. The search will be conducted in a heavily littered junkyard, approximately 5 acres in size. The location of the subject will not be obvious to the handler.

2. There will be one subject placed in the search area a minimum of 10 minutes before the test starts. 
3. After declaring an indication, the handler may not change the call of the indication. If the dog has made a false indication, testing ceases.

4. Indication may include a sustained bark at the location of scent, a re-find back to the location of the scent or other active indication to indicate to the handler the location of the scent.
5. After maximum time allowed for the test, the evaluator will reveal location if victim not found. Dog will be allowed to work the area, but find will not be acknowledged toward the actual certification test.
6. Based upon the evaluator’s judgment, search time will be based upon size and type and amount of debris within the junkyard used for testing purposes. 

7. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix J).
URBAN SEARCH DOG (RUBBLE, BUILDING, JUNKYARD) RE-CERTIFICATION:

All dogs/handlers must be evaluated by the FCSD Training Director, FCSD Operational Handler certified in Disaster operations or an external evaluator as defined by FCSD SOG’s, every two years. This evaluation should be conducted within 90 days of the anniversary date of the previous successful completion of the requirements, but no longer than 90 days after the anniversary date. A successful testing team will retain operational status for an additional 2 years. If a team fails the initial re-certification test, they will be allowed to have an additional 2 opportunities to re-test in the specific component within the grace period. If unsuccessful, the team will not be operational until after successfully passing the initial components certification test with an outside evaluator. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendixes H-J).
TRAILING – WILDERNESS and URBAN
The Operational Search Evaluations are the heart of the testing of a competent well prepared Trailing Dog team. The evaluation must be rigorous and as close to the field circumstances as possible. The tests will be conducted as a mock search with the handler demonstrating appropriate scene management and site preservation via delegation of duties, indication of the scent hides, etc. The handler will be given as much incidental information as necessary and will be expected to use all of his/her training in trailing to formulate and conduct an effective and safe search. The handler will brief the evaluator on the techniques that were chosen and will describe to the evaluator the type of indication that will be given by the dog.

The trailing tests are mutually exclusive. A team may test in any of the trailing disciplines and upon successful completion will be deemed operational in that discipline only. A team is allowed to test no more than 3 times during a calendar year for certification. Dog and handler will be scored as a team. Subject must be found to pass. Scoring is pass/fail.

All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendixes K-M).

Wilderness Search Dog – Trailing I
Day Trail: Dog shall track/trail a trail-layer who departs a road on an unmarked trail approximately 1 mile in length over moderate terrain and aged between 2-4 hours. The handler will be given an area of the road 100 yards long that contains the start and will be expected to read their dog and relate to the evaluators when the dog has acquired scent. Trail will knowingly be crossed by a second person, within 300 feet of the start, 30 minutes before the start of the test. Trail-layer will be stationary at the end of the trail, hidden but not inaccessible to the dog.

Trail shall have at least four changes of direction (not to exceed 90 degrees) and cross one obstacle to include, but not be limited to; fence, road (dirt, gravel, asphalt), rubble, downfall, water, etc.
This test is to evaluate the dog on its ability to cut a fresh scent path and stay with it. No scent article will be provided.

Night Trail: Dog shall track/trail a trail-layer who leaves from an uncontaminated article (i.e. shirt, jacket, pants, backpack, etc.). Trail shall be approximately ½ mile in length over moderate terrain and aged between 1-2 hours. The handler will be shown the object of evidence and may collect it if they wish to further scent their dog during the course of the test. Handler is expected to read their dog and relate to the evaluator when the dog has acquired scent. Trail will knowingly be crossed by a second person, within 300 feet of the start, at least 20 minutes before the start of the test. Trail-layer will be stationary at the end of the trail.
Trail will have at least two changes of direction (not to exceed 90 degrees) and will cross one obstacle (fence, road, water, etc). Trail will be run one-hour after sunset.
It is considered an acceptable pass, in either component of the Trailing I test, if wind change allows the dog to air scent and find the trail-layer after it has located the direction of travel and has successfully worked past the cross-track. Dog handler will be expected to be able to map the route traveled of the part of the trail that they accomplished and where the dog picked up the air-scent. If dog unable to complete find from air-scent, handler expected to bring dog back to trail and continue.

 Time to complete either component based upon evaluator discretion.
Wilderness Search Dog – Trailing II

Dog shall track/trail a trail-layer using an uncontaminated scent article, which shall be made available to the handler for collection, on an unmarked trail approximately 1 mile in length over moderate terrain and aged between 6-12 hours which shall be dependant on weather, ground conditions and evaluator discretion. All attempts will be made to lay trail in such a fashion that the dog cannot air-scent into the victim. The handler will be given a designated place last seen (PLS), with area approximately 20 X 20 feet. The PLS will be contaminated by one to two persons, in addition to the trail-layer, walking away in different directions leaving a trail of no less than 300 feet in length. Dog is expected to scent discriminate and follow the correct trail. Trail-layer will be stationary at the end of the trail, hidden behind light brush but not inaccessible to the dog.

Trail shall have at least 2 terrain changes to include, but not be limited to; fields, dirt pastures, wild or domestic grasses, etc., and cross at least one obstacle to include, but not be limited to; fence, road (dirt, gravel or asphalt), water, downfall, etc. Trail shall have at least one major direction change (no greater than 90 degrees). If the trail is laid along an obvious path, the trail-layer must leave the path at least once. Handler must be able to effectively read their dog to determine if they are indeed still on the scent trail and work as a team with their dog when and if the dog loses scent to regain the trail.

It is considered an acceptable pass if wind change allows the dog to air scent and find the trail-layer after it has located the direction of travel and has successfully worked past the cross-track. Dog handler will be expected to be able to map the route traveled of the part of the trail that they accomplished and where the dog picked up the air-scent. If dog unable to complete find from air-scent, handler expected to bring dog back to trail and continue.
Time to complete test based upon evaluator discretion.
TEST RULES:

1. On the Trailing II test, handler will be responsible for the collection of the scent article to be used. Scent article will be something that has recently been worn/handled by the trail-layer. 
2. On the Trailing I night test, the article of evidence will be an uncontaminated item of clothing that has recently been worn by the trail-layer.

3. Trail must be laid in such a fashion that the trail-layer can be picked up by vehicle at the end and taken back to the area after the trail has aged and before the start of the test. 

4. Handler has the option of letting the dog track/trail either on or off lead, in or out of harness depending on terrain and potential hazards.
5. A re-find or strong indication is required in some way to lead the handler to the victim if dog working off lead.

6. Trail-layer will remain quietly in place and wear clothing that will help to blend in with the environment.

7. Trail-layer will be accessible by the dog.

8. The evaluator will remain behind the test team but within 50 feet so as not to interfere with the team.

9. A team may test a maximum of 3 times within one year from the first attempt to achieve certification. 
10. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix K, L).
Urban Search Dog - Trailing: For purpose of this standard, urban is defined as any place with human habitation (e.g. houses), schools, parks or developed areas of land (fairgrounds, school campuses, industrial parks, etc.).

Dog shall trail a trail-layer using an uncontaminated scent article, which shall be made available to the handler for collection, on an unmarked trail that is approximately 1/4-1/2 mile in length and aged a minimum of 2 hours through a moderately populated urban setting. Trail must incorporate at least 2 changes in terrain (grass, asphalt, gravel, sand, etc.) and contain at least 2 obstacles (stairs, breezeways, road crossings, etc.). The handler will be given a designated place last seen (PLS), with area approximately 20 X 20 feet. Dog must be able to determine the direction of travel within 10 minutes of casting for the start of the trail. After acquiring the trail and determining the direction of travel, the canine must follow the scent trail and the handler must advise the evaluator that the canine is “on trail.”  If the canine deviates from the scent trail, the handler must recognize the canine has lost scent and report this to the evaluator. The handler, after reporting this to the evaluator may cast the dog in order to reacquire the trail. The handler/dog team has five minutes to reacquire the trail. If the handler does not recognize that the canine has lost scent and is not on trail, the evaluator will stop the test when at least one of the following criteria has been met: 1) the team has drifted into an area where permission has not been received to train. 2) The dog team has deviated from the trail and has traveled to an area where the victim’s scent cannot be.  3) The handler reports the dog is on trail. Trail-layer will remain at the end of the track and may be inaccessible to the dog. It will be at the handler's discretion to rest the dog when appropriate to maximize the dogs working capabilities and effectiveness. 

TEST RULES:

1. Handler will be responsible for the collection of the scent article to be used. Scent article will be something that has recently been worn/handled by the trail-layer. 

2. The start of the trail shall be on a vegetated surface (e.g. grass) and no more than 50% of the track shall be on non-vegetated surfaces.

3. The track shall be run in the evening hours. Dusk vs. dark trailing at handlers discretion.

4. Due to increased hazards, dog shall be made to track in harness and lead. Lead length dependent on handler’s preference.

5. Trail-layer will remain at the end of the track and may be inaccessible to the dog. Trail-layer may be behind a partially closed door of a building or parked vehicle with windows slightly open. Dog must indicate at the obstacle.
6. Trail-layer is not to incorporate travel through a residence as part of the track, but may utilize open stock barns or open storage facilities if traveling straight through.

7. Tester/evaluator shall obtain the permission of residents/landowners before conducting test.

8. The evaluator will accompany the test team into the field. The evaluator will remain behind the test team but within 50 feet so as not to interfere with the team and will act as safety for road crossings, etc. 50 feet distance may be modified by use of radio communications. A road guard safety may be assigned by the evaluator. The road guard will not know the location of the test. 

9. A team may test a maximum of 3 times in any component within one year from the first attempt to achieve certification.
10. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix M).
TRAILING – WILDERNESS and URBAN RE-CERTIFICATION

All dog/handler teams will be evaluated by the FCSD Training Director,  FCSD Operational Handler certified in Scent Specific Trailing or an external evaluator as defined by the FCSD SOP’s, every two years. This evaluation should be conducted within 90 days of the anniversary date of the previous successful completion of the requirements, but no longer than 90 days after the anniversary date. A successful testing team will retain operational status for an additional 2 years. If a team fails the initial re-certification test, they will be allowed to have an additional 2 opportunities to re-test in the specific component within the grace period. If unsuccessful, the team will not be operational until after successfully passing the initial Scent Specific Trailing certification component test with an outside evaluator. All documentation will be on Flathead County Search Dog Certification forms (Appendix K/L/M). 
Addendum 1 (added October 1, 2005). Per the Federal Emergency Management Agency National Incident Management System, the following Flathead County Search Dog disciplines fulfill the Typing standards per FEMA 508-8:

 

Avalanche search (Type I)

Urban Search Dog (Rubble – Type IV)

Cadaver (Other)

Human Remains (Type III)

Water - swift (Type I)
Water – shoreline (Type III)
Area search (Type I or II non-discriminating dependant on handler preparedness (48 or 72 hrs))

TrailingWilderness (Type II - discriminating)

 

Non-typed disciplines:

Urban Search Dog-building search

Urban Search Dog-junkyard search

Article search

Trailing -Urban
APPENDIX A

FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

AREA SEARCH CERTIFICATION FORM

Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

40 Acre Night Search Test (Maximum Test Time is 1.5 hours)

Date: _________________                                               Certification:_____          Recertification:_____

Weather Conditions

Temp: __________ Ground conditions: ______________Wind speed and direction: _______________

Test location (with coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>: _______________________________________________

Victim’s name:  _______________________

Time victim placed: ____________Time dog started: _________ Time test completed: _____________ 

Handler develops strategy and briefs evaluator on techniques that were chosen to search sector
         Y/N

Handler able to describe alert indication of the dog





         Y/N

While working the area, handler accurately able to relate location, clue locations and/or victim locations Y/N

Handler able to indicate and explain the probability of detection for the area covered

         Y/N

During debriefing, handler able to chart on the map and provide a GPS location of the location of
alert’s and victims








         Y/N

Dog demonstrates a re-find or other strong indication to lead handler to victim

                        Y/N

Team found subject within 1.5 hour time limit





         Y/N

COMMENTS: 

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a night search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 

Signature of Evaluator: ______________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: ____________________________________________Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revised 1/26/08
Adopted: 2/24/08 

Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

Day Search Test (Maximum Test Time is 6 hours)

Date: _________________                                       Certification: _____                       Recertification: _____

Weather Conditions

Temp: __________ Ground conditions: _________________ Wind speed and direction: _________________

Test location (with coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>: ___________________ Approx. acreage size: _____________
Victim 1 name:  ________________________________________________________ Time placed: __________

Victim 2 name:  ________________________________________________________ Time placed: __________

Time dog started: ________________

Victim 1 located at: _________ Victim 2 located at: _________ 

Handler develops strategy and briefs evaluator on techniques that were chosen to search sector
          Y/N

Handler able to describe alert indication of the dog





          Y/N

While working the area, handler accurately able to relate location, clue locations and/or victim locations Y/N

Handler able to indicate and explain the probability of detection for the area covered

          Y/N

During debriefing, handler able to chart on the map and provide a GPS location of the location of
alert’s and victims








          Y/N

Dog demonstrates a re-find or other strong indication to lead handler to victim

                        Y/N

Team found subject within 6 hour time limit


                                                                   Y/N

COMMENTS: 

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in an area search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 

Signature of Evaluator: ______________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: ___________________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page. Handler to chart areas searched, where victims/articles located

Revised 1/26/08
Adopted: 2/24/08
Handler: ________________________________    Dog: _____________________________________

Hasty Trail Search Test (Maximum of 1 hour)
Date: _________________                                     Certification: _____                            Recertification: _____

Weather Conditions

Temp: __________ Ground conditions: _________________ Wind speed and direction: _________________

Test location (with coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>: ___________________________________________________
Victim’s name:  __________________________________________ 

Time victim placed: _____________Time dog started: _____________ Time test completed: _____________ 

Handler advises evaluator of the search plan and the alert indication of the dog                                               Y/N

Dog demonstrates a re-find or strong indication to lead handler to victim



Y/N

Victim found within 1 hour                                                                                                                                 Y/N

During debriefing, handler able to chart on the map and provide a GPS location of the location of
alert’s and victims









Y/N
COMMENTS: 

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a hasty search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 
Signature of Evaluator: ______________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: ___________________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revised 1/26/08
Adopted: 2/24/08
APPENDIX B

FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

OPEN WATER SEARCH CERTIFICATION FORM

Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

Open Water Search Test (maximum test time is 1 hour)

Date: _________________                          Certification: ______                 Recertification: ______

Weather Conditions

Temp: ______________Wind speed and direction: ____________________________

Test location (with coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>: _______________________________________________

Approximate size of search area: ________________ Approximate depth of aid to be found: ______________

Water temperature: _______________________

Type & age of cadaver material: _________________________________________________________

Time aid placed: ___________ Time dog started: ________Time test completed: _______________ 

Handler briefs the evaluator on techniques to be used to search area                                                                      Y/N

Handler briefs the evaluator on the indication that will be given by dog                                                                 Y/N

Handler reads the dogs alerts and indications and is able to define a search area                                                    Y/N

Handler marks search area for divers with buoy’s                                                                                                    Y/N

Scent source is within 20 feet of the handlers final indication buoy


                                   Y/N

Team successfully completes test within 1 hr                                                                                                           Y/N
COMMENTS: 

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in an open water search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 
Signature of Evaluator: ______________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: ___________________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revised 1/26/08
Adopted: 2/24/08
APPENDIX C

FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

SHORELINE WATER SEARCH CERTIFICATION FORM

Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

Swift Water Search Test (maximum test time is 1 hour)

Date: _________________                                Certification: _______                     Recertification: ________

Weather Conditions

Temp: ______________Wind speed and direction: ____________________________

Test location (with coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>: ___________________________________________________

Approximate length of search area: ______________ Approximate depth of aid to be found: ______________

Approximate water speed: ____________________ Water temperature: ____________________

Type & age of cadaver material:  ________________________________________________________________

Time aid placed: _____________ Time dog started: _____________ Time test completed: _______________ 

Handler briefs the evaluator on techniques to be used to search area and indication that will be given by dog      Y/N

Handler marks the location of dog’s alerts and is able to accurately relate the location to the tester while
working the area                                                                                                                                                         Y/N

Upon location of the scent source, dog notifies the whereabouts of source to handler                                             Y/N

Team is able to determine location of scent source within 15 feet of actual hide                                                     Y/N

Team successfully completes test within 1 hr                                                                                                            Y/N

COMMENTS: 

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a swift water search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 

Signature of Evaluator: ______________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: ___________________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revised 6/23/07

Adopted 10/14/07

APPENDIX D
FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

CADAVER OR LARGE BODY PART CERTIFICATION FORM
Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

Date: _________________                    Certification: _______                     Recertification: _______

General Conditions

Temp: ______________Wind speed and direction: ____________________________

Ground moisture: _______________________ Humidity: ________________________________

Hide locations, descriptions & times

Area 1

Coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>: ________________________________Time hidden: ________________

Article description(s) and approx. age(s): __________________________________________________
Article is/are:               SURFACE               BURIED              HANGING               NEGATIVE

Time dog started: ____________ Time area completed: _____________ Total time: _________________

Dog         passed_________         failed__________ this area
COMMENTS:

Area 2

Coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>: ____________________________________Time hidden: ____________

Article description(s) and approx. age(s): __________________________________________________

Article is/are:               SURFACE               BURIED              HANGING               NEGATIVE

Time dog started: ____________ Time area completed: _____________ Total time: _________________

Dog         passed_________         failed__________ this area
COMMENTS:

Area 3

Coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>: ___________________________________Time hidden: _____________

Article description(s) and approx. age(s): __________________________________________________

Article is/are:               SURFACE               BURIED              HANGING               NEGATIVE

Time dog started: ____________ Time area completed: _____________ Total time: _________________

Dog         passed_________         failed__________ this area
COMMENTS:

Area 4

Coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>: _________________________________Time hidden: _______________

Article description(s) and approx. age(s): __________________________________________________

Article is/are:               SURFACE               BURIED              HANGING               NEGATIVE

Time dog started: ____________ Time area completed: _____________ Total time: _________________

Dog         passed_________         failed__________ this area
COMMENTS:

Handler briefs evaluator on the techniques that were chose to search area                                                 Y/N

Handler briefs evaluator on the type of indication that will be given by dog                                              Y/N

Team finds all the hides and correctly identifies how many hides are within each area                             Y/N

Handler interprets dogs indication and marks the location of source within 36”                                        Y/N

Handler demonstrates scene management and site preservation                                                                 Y/N

Dog indicates on animal source                                                                                                                   Y/N

Dog ingested human source                                                                                                                         Y/N

Team successfully completes each search area within 15 minutes                                                             Y/N

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a cadaver search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 
Signature of Evaluator: ________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: ______________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revised 6/23/07

Adopted 10/14/07

APPENDIX E
FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

HUMAN REMAINS DETECTION CERTIFICATION FORM
Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

Date: _________________                    Certification: _______                     Recertification: _______

General Conditions

Temp: ______________Wind speed and direction: ____________________________

Ground moisture: _____________________ Humidity: ____________________________

Hide locations, descriptions & times

Area (maximum test time is 20 minutes)

Test location: _______________________________Time hidden: _________________

Article description and approx. age: ______________________________________________________

Article is:               SURFACE               BURIED              

Time dog started: ____________ Time area completed: _____________ Total time: _________________

Dog         passed_________         failed__________ this area
COMMENTS:

Building (maximum search time is 20 minutes):

Test location: _________________________________Time hidden: _______________

Article description and approx. age: ______________________________________________________

Article is:               SURFACE               BURIED (sub-floor)              HANGING (max. 3 feet)

Time dog started: ____________ Time area completed: _____________ Total time: _________________

Dog         passed_________         failed__________ this area
COMMENTS:

Vehicle (maximum search time is 20 minutes)

Test location: __________________________________Time hidden: ______________

Article description and approx. age: ______________________________________________________

Location of article in/on vehicle: __________________________________________________________

Time dog started: ___________ Time area completed: ___________Total time: ____________________

Dog         passed_________         failed__________ this area
COMMENTS:

Team has passed the requirement for Cadaver Detection                                                                     Y/N

Handler demonstrates appropriate scene management and site preservation                                        Y/N

Handler briefs the evaluator and describes the indication                                                                     Y/N

Dog indicates location of source within 36 inches                                                                                Y/N

Dog indicates source by passive indication, bark or re-find                                                                  Y/N

Dog destroys site of hide                                                                                                                        Y/N

Dog indicates on animal remains                                                                                                           Y/N

Dog ingests human remains                                                                                                                   Y/N

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a cadaver search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 
Signature of Evaluator: ______________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: ___________________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revised 6/23/07

Adopted 10/14/07
APPENDIX F
FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

ARTICLE DETECTION CERTIFICATION FORM

Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

Date: _________________                         Certification: ________                     Recertification: _______

Test Location (with coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>: ___________________________________________

Temperature: ________ Ground Conditions: ___________Wind Speed and Direction: ____________

Article #1 Type: _______________________ 

Article #2 Type: _______________________ 

Article #3 Type: _______________________ 

Article #4 Type: _______________________ 

Time dog started: _________________ Time area search completed: ___________________________

There is a 15 minute maximum time limit for this test

Handler reports to evaluator method to be used to search area                                                                   Y/N

Handler reports to the evaluator how the dog will indicate on articles                                                       Y/N

Handler demonstrates appropriate technique when marking articles                                                          Y/N

Dog locates 3 out of 4 articles                                                                                                                     Y/N

Test completed within 15 minutes
                                                                                                           Y/N

COMMENTS:

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in an article search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 

Signature of Evaluator: __________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Signature of Dog Handler: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revised 6/23/07

Adopted 10/14/07
APPENDIX G
FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

AVALANCHE CERTIFICATION FORM

Handler: _______________________________________ Dog: ____________________________________

Date: ________________________              Certification: ____________      Recertification: ___________

Test Location (coordinates <GPS or S/T/R> optional): __________________________________________

Temperature: ________   Wind Speed and Direction: ________________

Victim #1 name ______________________________________   Burial depth: _____________________ 

Victim #2 name: _____________________________________   Burial depth: ____________________ 

There can be either 1 or 2 victims for this test
Time dog started: ________________ Time area search completed: ____________________________

Search time based upon terrain, vegetation and wind/weather conditions. Should not exceed 45 minutes
Handler demonstrates appropriate scene management                                                                           Y/N

Handler performs debriefing to evaluator                                                                                               Y/N

Upon determining dog has a find, handler marks with flags and calls for shovelers                             Y/N

All victims placed found                                                                                                                         Y/N

Search successfully completed within 20 minutes                                                                                 Y/N

COMMENTS:

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in an avalanche search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 
Signature of Evaluator: ________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: ______________________________________Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revision 5/29/08
Adopted 5/29/08
APPENDIX H
FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

URBAN SEARCH DOG – RUBBLE
Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

Rubble/Slash Component (Maximum test time based upon Evaluators discretion)

Date: _________________                            Certification: _______                   Recertification: _______

Test location: ________________________________________

Brief description of scenario, hazards, etc:

Temperature: _________________________Wind speed/direction: _____________________________

Humidity: _________________________ Weather conditions: _________________________________

Time started: _______________Time finished: ______________     Max time allowed: _____________

Victim name: _________________________ Time placed: __________ Time found: ______________

Handler briefs evaluator on the techniques that were chosen before initiating search                                Y/N

Handler demonstrates appropriate scene management and indication of scent hides                                 Y/N

Handler describes type of indication that will be given by dog                                                                   Y/N

Dog is under control and takes commands from handler                                                                            Y/N

Handler asked question appropriate in order to conduct a safe and effective search                                  Y/N

Handler able to recognize and verbalize interest/indications made by dog                                                 Y/N

Subject is found within evaluator determined time allowance                                                                    Y/N

Dog offers false indication                                                                                                                           Y/N

COMMENTS: 

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a rubble search/floodplain search context, that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 

Signature of Evaluator: ________________________________________Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: _____________________________________Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revised 6/23/07

Adopted 10/14/07
APPENDIX I

FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

URBAN SEARCH DOG – BUILDING

Handler: ________________________________    Dog: _____________________________________

Building Component (Maximum time at Evaluators discretion)

Date: _________________                                Certification: _______                Recertification: _______

Test location: ________________________________________

Approx. search size (in sq. feet): _______   Max search time as determined by the evaluator: _________

Brief description of scenario, hazards, air currents, building etc. used to determine search time :

Time started: _____________    Time finished: _______________    Max time allowed: _____________

Victim name: __________________________ Time placed: __________ Time found: ______________

Team searches area systematically and is able to verbalize search tactics before initiating search            Y/N

Dog under control and takes commands from handler                                                                                Y/N

Handler asked question appropriate in order to conduct a safe and effective search                                  Y/N

Handler able to recognize and verbalize interest/indications made by dog                                                 Y/N

Handler briefs evaluator and describe indication                                                                                        Y/N

Handler declares location of victim and dog finds subject                                                                          Y/N

Handler declares status of building (negative or positive)                                                                          Y/N
Dog offers false indication








       Y/N
COMMENTS: 

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a building search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 
Signature of Evaluator: ________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: _____________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revised 6/23/07

Adopted 10/14/07
APPENDIX J

FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

URBAN SEARCH DOG – JUNKYARD

Handler: ________________________________    Dog: _____________________________________

Junkyard Component (Maximum time at Evaluators discretion)

Date: _________________                          Certification: ________                   Recertification: _______

Test location: ________________________________________

Brief description of scenario, hazards, etc:

Temperature: _______________________   Wind speed/direction: _____________________________

Humidity: __________________________ Weather conditions: _______________________________

Time started: ________________   Time finished: ________________ Max time allowed: ___________

Victim name: ___________________________ Time placed: __________ Time found: _____________

Team searches area systematically and is able to verbalize search tactics before initiating search            Y/N

Dog under control and takes commands from handler                                                                                Y/N

Handler briefs evaluator and describes indication                                                                                       Y/N

Handler asked question appropriate in order to conduct a safe and effective search                                  Y/N

Handler declares victim and subject is found                                                                                              Y/N

Dog offers false indication                                                                                                                           Y/N

COMMENTS: 

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a junkyard search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 
Signature of Evaluator: ________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: _____________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.

Revised 6/23/07
Adopted 10/14/07
APPENDIX K

FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

TRAILING – WILDERNESS I

Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

Wilderness Trail I Day Component

Date: _________________                                          Certification: ______   Re-certification: ________

Test location (with coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>): __________________________________________

Trail-layers name: ____________________________________________________________________

Conditions at time of laying the track:

Time/date track was laid: __________________

Temperature: ________ Ground conditions: ____________ Wind speed/direction: ________________ 

Humidity: _______   Cloud cover: ____________Precipitation: ____________

Conditions at time of testing:

Time/date track was ran: __________________

Aged between 2-4 hours

Temperature: ________ Ground conditions: ____________ Wind speed/direction: ________________ 

Humidity: _______   Cloud cover: _____________Precipitation: ___________

Cross-track layer name: __________________________   Time cross-track laid: __________________

Describe obstacles, terrain changes and direction changes involved in the track:

(Trail must have 1 obstacle for dog/handler to work through and four changes in direction)

Handler briefs evaluator on search technique and alert indication of dog if off-lead


Y/N

Dog follows scent trail.








Y/N

Dog successfully scent discriminates and follows the correct trail




Y/N

Handler advises evaluator dog is “On Trail.”






Y/N

Handler/Dog Team correctly negotiates the cross track on the day test



                Y/ N

Handler, upon finding subject, must reasonably detail subject’s course of travel



Y/N

If working off lead, dog demonstrates a re-find or other indication to lead handler to victim

Y/N

COMMENTS:

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a simulated wilderness trailing search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 
Signature of Evaluator: _______________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: _____________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.
Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

Wilderness Trail I Night Component

Date: _________________                                          Certification: ______   Re-certification: ________

Test location (with coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>): __________________________________________

Trail-layers name: ____________________________________________________________________

Conditions at time of laying the track:

Time/date track was laid: __________________

Temperature: ________ Ground conditions: ____________ Wind speed/direction: ________________ 

Humidity: _______   Cloud cover: ____________Precipitation: ____________

Conditions at time of testing:

Time/date track was ran: __________________

Aged between 1-2 hours, cannot be started until one hr after sunset
Temperature: ________ Ground conditions: ____________ Wind speed/direction: ________________ 

Humidity: _______   Cloud cover: _____________Precipitation: ___________
Description of article of evidence:_________________________

Cross-track layer name: __________________________   Time cross-track laid: __________________

Describe obstacles, terrain changes and direction changes involved in the track:

(Trail must have 1 obstacles for dog/handler to work through and two changes in direction)

Handler briefs evaluator on search technique and alert indication of dog if off-lead


Y/N

Dog follows scent trail.








Y/N

Dog successfully scent discriminates and follows the correct trail




Y/N

Handler advises evaluator dog is “On Trail.”






Y/N

Handler, upon finding subject, must reasonably detail subject’s course of travel



Y/N

If working off lead, dog demonstrates a re-find or other indication to lead handler to victim

Y/N

COMMENTS:

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a simulated wilderness trailing search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 
Signature of Evaluator: _______________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: _____________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.
APPENDIX L
FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

TRAILING – WILDERNESS II
Handler: ________________________________    Dog: ______________________________________

Wilderness trail Component

Date: _________________                                          Certification: ______   Re-certification: ________

Test location (with coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>): __________________________________________

Trail-layers name: ____________________________________________________________________

Scent discrimination person #1: ______________Scent discrimination person #2: _________________

Conditions at time of laying the track:

Time/date track was laid: __________________

Temperature: ________ Ground conditions: ____________ Wind speed/direction: ________________ 

Humidity: _______   Cloud cover: ____________Precipitation: ____________

Conditions at time of testing:

Time/date track was ran: __________________

Aged between 6-12 hours

Temperature: ________ Ground conditions: ____________ Wind speed/direction: ________________ 

Humidity: _______   Cloud cover: _____________Precipitation: ___________

Cross-track layer name: __________________________   Time cross-track laid: __________________

Describe obstacles, terrain changes and direction changes involved in the track:

(Trail must have two terrain changes, 2 obstacles for dog/handler to work around and at least one change in direction)

Handler briefs evaluator on search technique and alert indication of dog if off-lead


Y/N

Dog follows scent trail.








Y/N

Dog successfully scent discriminates and follows the correct trail




Y/N

Handler advises evaluator dog is “On Trail.”






Y/N

Dog completes trail and locates victim within 2 hours





Y/N

Handler/Dog Team negotiated the mandatory requirements necessary to pass this discipline

Y/N

Handler, upon finding subject, must reasonably detail subject’s course of travel



Y/N

If working off lead, dog demonstrates a re-find or other indication to lead handler to victim

Y/N

COMMENTS:

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a simulated wilderness trailing search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 
Signature of Evaluator: _______________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: _____________________________________ Date: _____________________

*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.
Revised 6/23/07

Adopted 10/14/07

APPENDIX M
FLATHEAD COUNTY SEARCH DOGS

TRAILING – URBAN
Handler: ________________________________    Dog: _____________________________________

Urban Trailing Component (Maximum Test Time is 1 hour)

Date: _________________                                         Certification: ________              Recertification: ________

Test location (with coordinates <GPS or S/T/R>): __________________________________________________

Track Layers name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Conditions at time of laying the track:

Time/date track was laid: __________________

Temperature: ________ Ground Conditions: __________________ Wind Speed/Direction: ________________ 

Humidity: _______   Cloud Cover: ___________________Precipitation: ____________

Conditions at time of testing:

Time/date track was ran: __________________

Aged minimum of 2 hours

Temperature: ________ Ground Conditions: __________________ Wind Speed/Direction: ________________ 

Humidity: _______   Cloud Cover: ___________________Precipitation: ____________

Number of known x-tracks with age: _____________________________________________________________

Describe obstacles, terrain changes and direction changes involved in the track:

(Trail must have two terrain changes and 2 obstacles for dog/handler to work around)

Approximate length of track: _________________

Trail must be between 0.25-0.5 miles in length

Handler briefs evaluator on search technique and alert indication of dog if off-lead
Y/N

Dog determines a direction of travel  





Y/N (10 Minute Time Limit)

Dog follows scent trail.






Y/N

Handler advises evaluator dog is “On Trail.”




Y/N

Handler recognizes and reports dog is “Off Trail”




Y/N/Na

Dog Reacquires trail within 5 minutes





Y/N/Na

Dog completes trail and locates victim within 45 minutes



Y/N

COMMENTS:

It is my opinion, based upon the performance of this dog and handler team on this particular date and within the test criteria as set forth by Flathead County Search Dogs in a simulated urban trailing search context that this team has:

_____ Passed 
                                

_____ Failed 

Signature of Evaluator: ________________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature of Dog Handler: _____________________________________________ Date: _____________________
*Please include a diagram with description of scenario on the back of this page.
Revised 6/23/07

Adopted 10/14/07
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